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1.  Age and Date of Birth: 61 years; August  15, 1946.

2. Present Position: Professor, Department of Biology, Addis Ababa University, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia (since May 2002)

3. Other Positions Held: i. Professor: Department of Zoology, University of Kerala, India (since 1995, retired in August 2006), 
ii. Associate Professor and Consultant Ecologist: Norwegian Centre for International Agricultural Development (NORAGRIC), Agricultural University of Norway, Aas, Norway (December 1988-June 1991), 
iii. Reader: Department of Zoology, University of Kerala (1987-1995), 
iv. Lecturer: Department of Zoology, University of Kerala (1980-1987), 
v. Research Assistant: Division of Wildlife, Kerala Forest Research Institute, Kerala, India (1976-1979).

4. Member of the Task Force on Environment: Committee on Science, Technology & Environment, Government of Kerala (1987-1990).

5. Member of the Environmental Consultative Committee:  Department of Science, Technology & Environment, Government of Kerala (1992-1997).

6. University Level Post-graduate Teaching Experience: Over 28 years in areas given under section 7 below.

7. Research experience: Over 38 years in animal behaviour, mammalogy, terrestrial ecology, tropical ecology, ethology, wildlife, biodiversity and conservation biology.

8. Indian National Editor:  International Journal of Comparative Psychology, USA (1987-1989).

9. Member of the Editorial Advisory Board: International Journal of Comparative Psychology, USA (1987-1995).

10. Member of the Operations Committee: International Society for Comparative Psychology, USA (1988-1990).

11. Editor: Kerala University Science Journal (Nominated by the Vice-Chancellor, 2002)

12.  Secretary:  Ethological Society of India (1984-1987).

13. Vice-President: Ethological Society of India (1987-2003).

14. Organizing Secretary & Convener: 1.  All India Symposium on Animal Behaviour & 13th Annual Conference of the Ethological Society of India (June 1984). 2. National Seminar on Environmental Issues: Problems and Solutions (Golden Jubilee Seminar, University of Kerala) (October 1988). 3. All India Symposium on Ethology and Wildlife (December 1993), 4. All India Symposium on Wildlife & 27th Conference of the Ethological Society of India (March 2002), 5. Convener of the Symposium on Mammalian Olfaction, ITC 8, Sun City, South Africa (August 2001).

15.  National Visiting Associate: University Grants Commission, New Delhi (1984-1987).

16. Consultant: International Institute for Environment and Development, London (1991-1996).

17. Fellowships awarded: 
i. INSA-USSR Academy of Science Exchange Fellowship (1986).




ii. INDO-POLISH Cultural Exchange Fellowship (1987).

18. Visits abroad: Visited several Universities and Research Institutions in connection with scientific and academic activities in several countries in five continents.

19. Author & Editor: Published one popular book in Malayalam (the regional language of Kerala) on Forest Habitats and Wildlife in Kerala(1988) and edited one book on Environmental Problems and Prospects in India (1993) (Oxford & IBH Publishing Co.Pvt.Ltd., New Delhi). Another book on Tropical Ecosystems: a synthesis of tropical ecology and conservation (Rediar Bogstrom and Stein W.  Bie of the Agricultural University of Norway as Co-editors) (1994) (Oxford & IBH Publishing Co.Pvt.Ltd., New Delhi) is also published. A fourth book is jointly published with Prof. T.C. Narendran entitled “Systematics and Biodiversity Conservation” (2008) (Agrobios-India, Jodhpur).
20. Research publications:  Over 90 research publications in well known national and international Journals.  Also published several articles in popular magazines.

21. Research Supervision:  Eleven of my doctoral students have been awarded Ph.D. degree by the University of Kerala.  I have supervised the research work of four M.Sc. (by research) students of the Agricultural University of Norway in Natural Resource Management and Sustainable Agriculture during 1989-1991. Over twenty M.Sc. and seventeen M.Phil students of the University of Kerala also took their degrees with outstanding grades under my supervision. Further 11 M.Sc. students of the Addis Ababa University were also supervised for their theses and seminars.
22. Planning & Administration: Responsible for planning and developing over 10 research projects funded by external agencies. The administration and supervision of all these projects were also done.

23. Member: i. P.G. Board of Studies, Manonmanian Sundarnar University, Tirunelveli, Tamil Nadu (1992-'98). ii. P.G. Board of Studies, University of Kerala (1995-2002). iii. Member of the Faculty of Science, University of Kerala (1998-2001). iv. Member, Faculty of Applied Science, University Kerala (1998-2001).

24. Member, Research Advisory Committee, Tropical Botanic Garden & Research Institute, Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala (2001-2003).

25. Science Popularisation, T.V. & Radio Programmes:  I have been part of science popularization movement since 1970.  I have delivered several lectures for students and public on environmental awareness. I have also organized few Television and Radio Programmes on Science Education and on Nature Conservation.

26. Interdisciplinary team work: Participated in several interdisciplinary/multidisciplinary team of experts to deal with environmental impact assessment of hydroelectric projects and economic evaluation of biodiversity and its utilization.

 DETAILED CURRICULUM VITAE OF DR. M. BALAKRISHNAN

1. Name in Full:  MUNDANTHRA BALAKRISHNAN

2. Present Address: i. Official: Dr. M. Balakrishnan, Pofessor, Department of Biology, Addis Ababa University, P.O. Box 32631, Aratkilo, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. e mail: balak212@yayoo.com/mbalak212@gmail.com  (Tel: 00 251 11 6635302; mobile: 00 251 912 107409) (Address in India:  Private: AMBADI, 325 Adarsh Nagar, Pattom, Trivandrum 695 004, Kerala , India.  Tel: 00  91-471-2449492).
3. Nationality:  Indian, Passport No. A 6525497, issued at Trivandrum on 12-11-1998, valid upto 11-11-2008.

4. Place of Birth:  Sultan`s Battery, South Wynad, Kerala, India

5. Age & Date of Birth:  61years; 15th August 1946

6. Marital Status:  Married, and having two children

7. Educational Qualifications:

i. M.Sc. Degree in Zoology, University of Calicut (1970) 


ii. Ph.D. Degree in Science (Zoology, Mammalian behaviour), University of Kerala (1976)

8.  Experience: 
i.  Research Assistant: Division of Wildlife, Kerala Forest Research Institute, Trichur, Kerala (1976 - 1979).

ii. Lecturer: Department of Zoology, University of Kerala, Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala  (1980 - 1987).

iii.Reader: Department of Zoology, University of Kerala, Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala   (1987 - 1995).

iv.Associate Professor & Consultant Ecologist: Norwegian Centre for International Agricultural Development (NORAGRIC), Agricultural University of Norway (November 1988 - June 1991).

v. Professor: Department of Zoology, University of Kerala, Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala   (1995-2002 – retired from the service in August 2006).

v. Professor: Department of Biology, Addis Ababa University, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia (since May 28, 2002).

9. Fields of Specialization: 

I have been working in the fields of Tropical Ecology, Mammalian Ecology, Ethology, Forest Ecology, Wildlife, Environmental Impacts of Development Projects, Biodiversity and Conservation Biology during the past over  36 years.  Special topics of my teaching and research work during this period have been ethology, mammalian behaviour, behavioural ecology, behavioural physiology, wildlife biology, tropical ecology, management and conservation of natural habitats, biodiversity, conservation biology and applied ecology.  My research activities in these areas are well evidenced by standard publications in various national and international journals.

10. Publications: 

I have over 90 scientific publications in national and international journals and three books to my credit.  Further, I have presented over 50 papers during various national and international conferences held in India and abroad.  Most of these papers are published as abstracts in the respective conference proceedings.

11. Extra-curricular activities: 

i. Camp Director: Organised a Regional Leadership Training Camp of students of Forestry 

Clubs in Kerala in 1983 at Trivandrum.

ii. Organising Secretary: Organized  All India Symposium on Animal Behaviour & 13th 
Annual Conference of the Ethological Society of India at Trivandrum in June 1984.

iii. Convener: Organized National Seminar on Environmental Issues: Problems and Solutions in October 1988 at Trivandrum as Golden Jubilee Symposium of the University of Kerala.

iv. Organizing Secretary: Organized  All India Symposium on Ethology & Wildlife, December 1993.

v. Managing Editor & Convener: Responsible for publication of Research Review: a Quarterly Multi-disciplinary Research Journal (1984 - 1988).

vi. National Editor: Indian National Editor of the International Journal of Comparative Psychology, USA. (1987-1989).

vii. Member of the Editorial Advisory Board: International Journal of Comparative Psychology, USA. (1987-1995).

viii. Member of the Operations Committee: International Society for Comparative Psychology (ISCP), USA. (1988-1990). 

ix. Member, Task Force on Environment:  Member of the Task Force on Environment of the Department of Science, Technology & Environment, Government of Kerala during a term of two years (1987-1990).

x. Member, Environmental Consultative Committee:  Member of the Environmental Consultative Committee constituted by the Department of Science, Technology and 
Environment, Government of Kerala (1992-1997).

xi. Secretary: Ethological Society of India (ESI) during a term of three years (1984 - 1987).

xii. Vice President: ESI, 1987-2003.

xiii. Member, P.G. Board of Studies: M. S. University, Tirunelveli, Tamilnadu (1992 - 1998) and University of Kerala (1995-2002).

xiv. Member, Faculty of Science, University of Kerala (1998- 2001).

xv. Member, Faculty of Applied Science, University of Kerala (1998-2001).

xvi. Member, National Organizing Committee, 26th International Ethological Conference (1999).

xvii. Convener, Symposium on Mammalian Olfaction, 8th International Theriological Congress held in Sun City, South Africa, August 2001.

xviii. Professor responsible for Academic Auditing, University of Kerala, 2001 (nominated by the Vice-Chancellor.
xix. Editor, Kerala University Science Journal, 2001-2002 (nominated by the Vice-Chancellor).

xx. Professor responsible for preparation of x th development plan proposal, University of Kerala, 2002 (nominated by the Vice-Chancellor.
xxi. Convener, All India Symposium of Wildlife & 27th Symposium of the Ethological Society of India (March 2002).

xxii. Member, Research Advisory Committee, Tropical Botanic Garden & Research Institute, Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala (2001-2003).
12. Membership in Scientific Societies:


  i. Life Member, Ethological Society of India, Secretary (1984-1987), Vice President (1987-2003)

 ii. Life Member, Bombay Natural History Society (BNHS), Bombay.


iii. Life Member, International Society of Tropical Ecology (ISTE), Varanasi.


iv. Life Member, National Institute of Ecology (NIE), New Delhi.

 v. Founder Member and Editor, Indian Society for Conservation Biology (ISCB), 

        Trivandrum.

vi. Member, OISCA Thiruvananthapuram Chapter (Vice-President, 2001-2002)

vii. Founder Member and President, OISCA - Ethiopia.

13. Universities and other Research Institutions visited abroad:


i. Lammy Biological Station, University of Helsinki, Finland(1982)


ii. Department of Zoology, University of Oulu, Finland(1982)


iii. Department of Biology, University of Joensuu, Joensuu, Finland(1982)


iv. Finnish Game & Fisheries Research Institute, Field Station, Evo, Finland(1982)


v. Norwegian Forest Research Institute, As, Norway(1982)


vi. Department of Animal Ecology, University of Lund, Sweden (1982)


vii. Department of Zoology, University of Stockholm, Sweden(1982)


viii. Zoologisches Forschung Institute und Museum Alexander Koening, Bonn, West Germany(1982)


ix. Max-Plank Institute for Psychiatry, Munchen, West Germany (1982)


x. Institute of Zoology & Animal Ecology, University of Lausanne, Switzerland(1982)

xi. College of Environmental Sciences & Forestry, State University of New York, Syracuse, NY, USA(1985)


xii. The National Zoological Park, Smithsonian Institutions, Washington DC, USA(1985)


xiii. Institute of Evolutionary Animal Morphology & Ecology, USSR Academy of Sciences, 
Moscow, USSR(1986)


xiv. Institute of Experimental Pathology & Therapy and Primate Information Centre, USSR 
Academy of Medical Sciences, Georgia, USSR(1986)


xv. University of Sydney, Sydney, Australia (1988)


xvi. Institute of Biogeography, University of the Saarland,  Germany (1991)

14. National Conferences Attended: 

I have participated in over 35 National Seminars, Symposia and Conferences held in different parts of India and presented over 50 papers.  Guest lectures were delivered during some of these Conferences/Symposia.  I was also invited to chair a few sessions in some of these national and international Conferences and Symposia.

15. International Conferences Attended: 

     i. Third International Theriological Congress, University of Helsinki, Finland (1982).

    ii. Fourth International Theriological Congress, University of Alberta, Edmonton, Canada (1985).

   iii. Second International Conference on Environmental Education, New Delhi (1985).

   iv. Twenty fourth International Congress of Psychology, University of Sydney, Australia (1988).

    v. Fifth International Theriological Congress, University of Rome, Italy 1989).

   vi. Nineteenth Congress of International Union of Game Biologists, Trondheum, Norway (1989).

  vii. 26th International Ethological Confrence, Bangalore, India (1999).

   viii. 8th International Theriology Congress, Sun City, South Africa (Convener, Symposium on Mammalian   Olfaction).        

16. Experience of Guiding Research Work of Students:

i. M.Sc:  Over 20 students who have prepared their Masters theses under my supervision at the University of Kerala secured first class.  Four of my international students who have completed their Masters by research under my supervision at the Agricultural University of Norway in Management of Natural Resources have secured excellent grades.  I have also advised over 11 M.Sc. students of the Department of Biology, Addis Ababa University, during the past over four years, and they have passed out with excellent grades.

ii. M.Phil:  Seventeen students who have done their M.Phil under my supervision have been awarded the degree in grade A by the University of Kerala.

iii. Ph.D:  Eleven of my doctoral students have already been awarded Ph.D. degree by the University of Kerala.  Their theses titles are: 


a. Certain Aspects of Ecology and Ethology of the Asian Elephant Elephas maximus Linn. in Parambikulam Wildlife Sanctuary, South India (Dr. P.S. Easa, Scientist & Head, Division of Wildlife, Kerala Forest Research Institute, Trichur, Kerala).


b. Studies on Some Specialized Integumentary Glands and Behaviour of the Indian Musk Shrew, Suncus murinus viridescens Blyth (Dr. Mrs. Eugene Mary, Professor, Department of Zoology, Mar Ivanios College, Trivandrum, Kerala).  


c. A Study on Forest Habitats and Wildlife in Wynad, Kerala (Nelson P. Abraham, Lecturer, Department of Zoology, St. Thomas College, Kozhencherry, Kerala). 


d. An Eco-behavioural Study on the Malabar Giant Squirrel, Ratufa indica in South India (Dr. K.K. Ramachandran, Scientist, Division of Wildlife, Kerala Forest Research Institute, Trichur, Kerala).


e. A Comparative Study on Interactions of Behaviour in Some Large Indian Mammals.(Dr. T. V. Jayarani, Research Associate, M.S. University, Trunelveli, Tamil Nadu). 


f. A Study on Small Indian Civet (Viverricula indica) as a Sustainable Wildlife Resource (Dr. Francis Xavier, Associate Professor, College of Veterinary and Animal Sciences, Kerala Agricultural University, Trichur, Kerala).


g. Certain Aspects of Ethology and Pest Status of the Wild Boar (Sus scrofa) (Anitha P. Moorthy,  All Saint's College, Thiruvananthapuram). 


h. A Study on the Preputial Glands and Behaviour of Bandicota indica (B.S. Kusumakumari, St. gregarios College, Kottarakkara).

i. Certain Aspects of Behaviour of the Toddy Cat Paradoxurus hermaphrodits(Pallas). (K.P. Hema, Department of Zoology, University of Kerala) 


j. Animal Diversity in a Tropical Rain Forest with Emphasis at the Community Level (P.G. Sreekumar, Health Department, Government of Kerala).

k.  A Study on Certain Aspects of Breeding and Behaviour of the Small Indian Civet Viverricula indica (Desmarest) (M.B. Sreedevi, Research Associate).
Further, five students registered under my supervision for their Ph.D. are progressing with their research work on various aspects of wildlife, plant – animal mutualism, mammalian ecology, biodiversity conservation, conservation biology, habitat analyses and on impacts of human interactions in natural habitats in Kerala.

17. Major Research Projects Handled: 

I have successfully completed the following research projects sponsored by various external funding agencies:

i. Principal Investigator: Habitat Preferences of Large Mammals in the Forests of Kerala, sponsored by the University Grants Commission, New Delhi (1982-1984).

ii. Principal Investigator: A Study on Impacts of the proposed Mananthody Hydroelectric Project on Forest Habitats and Wildlife in Wynad, sponsored by the Department of Environment, Government of India (1984-1987).

iii. Principal Investigator: A Study on Habitat Preferences of Wild Mammals in the Forests of Kerala, sponsored by the Science, Technology & Environment Department, Government of Kerala (1986-1988 and 1992-1993).

iv. Principal Co-Investigator: Signaling Pheromones of Certain Rodent Pests of Kerala, sponsored by the Department of Science & Technology, Government of India (1985-1988).

v. Principal Investigator:  An Eco-behavioural study on Wild Boar (Sus scrofa), sponsored by the Department of Forests, Government of Kerala (1993-1997).

vi. Principal Investigator: : Small Indian Civet as a Sustainable wildlife Resource, sponsored by the Science, Technology & Environment Department, Government of Kerala (1993-1998).

vii. Principal Investigator: Biodiversity Conservation in Kerala, sponsored by the Department of Forests, Government of Kerala (1994-1997).

viii. Principal Investigator: Captive Breeding of Small Indian Civets, sponsored by the Department of Forests, Government of Kerala (1994-1998).

ix. Principal Investigator:  Primates of Aralam Wildlife Sanctuary, sponsored by the Department of Forests, Government of Kerala (1994-1998).

x. Principal Investigator, Legal Actions Against Violation of Forest Protection Regulations in Kerala, sponsored by the Department of Forests, Government of Kerala (1993-1997).

xi. Principal Investigator, Eco-behaviour of Certain Larger Mammals in Kerala, sponsored by the Department of Environment and Forest, Government of India (1995-1999).

xii. Principal Co-investigator,  Keystone species in Eravikulam and Silent Valley National Parks in Kerala. Collaborative research project with Tropical Botanic Garden & Research Institute, Thiruvanathapuram, sponsored by World Wide Fund for Nature – India (1995-1999).

xiii. Principal Co-investigator,  Plant – Animal mutualism in Silent Valley National Park, Kerala. Collaborative research project with Tropical Botanic Garden & Research Institute, Thiruvanathapuram, sponsored by Ministry of Forests & Environment, Government of India (1999-2004). 

xiv. Principal Investigator, Mammal - Habitat Associations: A Case Study in Silent Valley National Park, Kerala, sponsored by the Department of Forests, Government of Kerala (1998-2000).

xv. Principal Investigator, Shola Forest Ecology: A Study on Mammalian Fauna and Their Habitats in Eravikulam National Park, sponsored by the Department of Forests, Government of Kerala (1995-2001).

18. International Fellowships Awarded:

i. Indian National Science Academy - USSR Academy of Sciences: Academic Exchange Fellowship (1986).

ii. INDO-POLISH Cultural Exchange Fellowship (1987).

19. Research Supervision in Africa:  

A. I have collaborated with three post graduate students worked on various aspects of natural resource management in Zambia, Tanzania and Ethiopia during 1989-1991 as major advisor of their theses for M.Sc.  in Natural Resource Management and Sustainable Agriculture at the Agricultural University of Norway.  Titles of these collaborative projects were the following:

1. Management and Utilization of Wildlife in Upper Lupande Game Management Area, Luangwa Valley, Zambia.

2. Effects of Elephants (Loxodonta africana) on the Woody Vegetation in Mikumi National Park, Tanzania.

3. Habitat Overlap Between Wildlife and Livestock in Yavello Wildlife Sanctuary, Ethiopia.

B. I have also supervised the research work of 11 M.Sc. students of the Department of Biology, Addis Ababa University during the past over four years on various aspects of ecology, ethology and biodiversity conservation.  Further I am handling three research projects in various parts of Ethiopia dealing with ecology and ethology of rodent pests and on the African civet.

20. Practical Field Course in Bale Mountains National Park, Ethiopia:

I was the teacher responsible for the ecology field course in Bale Mountains National Park, Ethiopia held in February - March 2003 and 2004 for two international collaborating teams of Ethiopian and German students.

21. Research on Zoo Animals:

I have supervised the research work of five M.Phil and two Ph.D. students in Trivandrum and Trichur Zoos in Kerala.  These research programmes were on Olfactory Communication Signals in Sambar Deer and Hog Deer; Sequential Pattern of Behaviour in Black Buck; A Comparatie Study on the Sequential Pattern of Behaviour of Artiodactyles and  A Study on Small Indian Civets as a Sustainable Wildlife Resource.
22. Science Popularisation, T.V. & Radio Programmes:  I have been part of science popularization movement since 1970.  I have delivered several lectures for high school, college, university students and the public on environmental awareness programmes, mainly dealing with conservation of forest and wildlife, pollution, environmental ethics and environment and human health. I have also organized few Television and Radio Programmes on Science Education and on Nature Conservation.

23. Interdisciplinary/Multidisciplinary Team Work:

I have participated in several interdisciplinary/multidisciplinary teams of experts and researchers to collect data on environmental impacts of hydroelectric projects, economic evaluation of biodiversity and on economic potential of natural resources in the tropics.
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